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Abstract

TransCanada Keystone Pipeline, LP (TransCanada) intends to construct and
operate a new pipeline (Mainline) approximately 1,845 miles long, originating in
Hardisty, Alberta, Canada and terminating in Patoka, Illinois, United States.  The
crude oil pipeline will run through eastern North Dakota, from the Canada/Cavalier
County border approximately 216.9 miles south to the Sargent County/South Dakota
border.  The proposed pipeline route runs through the western half of Ransom
County, North Dakota.  For the proposed undertaking, the lead Federal agency is the
Department of State and the lead state agency is the Public Service Commission.

ENSR Corporation, a subcontractor of TransCanada Keystone Pipeline, LP,
contracted Metcalf Archaeological Consultants, Inc. to conduct evaluative testing of
one archaeological site and one archaeological site lead, recorded during the
preceding Class III cultural resource inventory along the proposed pipeline route in
Ransom County.  Site 32RM160 and site lead 32RMx89 are located on either side
of the crossing of the proposed pipeline route and the Sheyenne River.

Site 32RM160 is a sparse to moderately dense archaeological cultural
material scatter on the east side of the Sheynne River.  The majority of cultural
materials were recovered from the plowzone.  No features were found.  Additional
investigation is not likely to broaden the knowledge of the prehistory of the area.  Site
32RM160 does not meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places.  On the basis of evaluative testing, the site is recommended as not eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places and avoidance of the site is not
recommended.

Site lead 32RMx89 is a very sparse archaeological and historic cultural
material scatter.  All of the cultural materials were recovered from within the
plowzone.  No features were found.  Additional investigation is not likely to yield
significant information about the prehistory of the area.  The results of evaluative
testing at 32RMx89 reveal that the site does not meet the criteria for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.  On the basis of evaluative testing, it is
recommended as not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and
avoidance is not recommended.

A finding of no historic properties affected is recommended for the proposed
undertaking within the survey corridor as tested at 32RM160 and 32RMx89, mapped,
and described herein.
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